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Abstract - Mahasweta Devi (1926 – 2016), born in a center 

elegance Bengali circle of relatives in Dhaka to literary 

dad and mom, migrated to India after partition. First as 

a humanist and next as a author, Devi left an indelible 

affect at the minds of the people and selected to paintings 

at the most disadvantaged communities in India. She 

emerged as one of the finest modern Indian writers by 

means of becoming a voice of the tribals in India. She 

played the function of each an activist and a creator. She 

was successful in juxtaposing creativity and reality in her 

writings. Most of her writings had been primarily based 

on the actual statistics accumulated with the aid of her 

with the aid of touring the tribal regions where no author 

could have ever ventured to head. Her oeuvre includes 

many short stories, novels most of which meditated the 

despondent life, depressed living situations, the customs 

and habits of the Indian tribes. Yet, her novels have been 

by no means without novelty as she carved a spot for her 

narrative fashion. Mahasweta Devi as a woman of a 

splendid spirit worked day and night for the upliftment 

of tens of millions of Adivasis unfold across Bengal, 

Bihar, Orissa and in lots of components of the United 

States of America being one with them. She listened to 

their tales in my opinion and transformed them into 

numerous sorts of writing such treatises, stories, novels 

etc. She ambidextrously managed writing and activism 

and spread the message of dedication via related to 

ratings of activists, intellectuals, writers and those with 

sensitivity and dedication. She raised her voice through 

her writings. Her voice and the voice of the tribal’s have 

become inseparable. Mahashweta Devi was not just an 

onlooker, but a responsible representative of the 

downtrodden and the ignored population of India. 

 

Index Terms - Mahasweta Devi, tribal’s activists, voice of 

tribals, marginalized communities. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

Mahasweta Devi as an activist may want to go to any 

extent to be able to carry justice to the infinite 

sufferings of the tribals. In January 2006, she at the 

side of G. N. Devy, Uday Narain Singh of Mysore, 

went to Prime Minister Manmohan Singh and 

appealed him to do something concrete for the de-

notified tribes of India. It changed into in response to 

that a special commission become formed beneath Bal 

Krishna Renke of Maharashtra. Renke came out with 

recommendations for the remedial steps to be taken for 

the development of the lives of the de-notified tribes. 

Mahasweta Devi raised her voice for the tribals, pitied 

them for their plights. She felt that these innocent 

tribals have been made goals, handled as criminals and 

what no longer. Pitiably, they had been labeled as 

‘born criminals’ and had been problem to beatings, 

lynching and many others. Often they have been made 

to evacuate the locations in which they have been 

living. It become so unlucky that with none evidence 

for their crimes, they have been framed in crimes. As 

an extension to that the British beneath their colonial 

rule surpassed an abominable Criminal Tribes Act in 

1871 and crucified the tribes. This act in addition 

worsened the scenario and made the lifestyles of 

tribals more miserable. Mahasweta Devi become 

moved at the plight of the tribals due to the laxity of 

the officers and wanted to face by using them thru 

activism on one aspect and poignant writing on the 

other reflecting the lives of the humans in them. Her 

problem, care and love for the tribals made her to 

investigate explicatively on their lives and write 

stories herself being the voice of tribals. Each of her 

novella or short tale pondered one incident or the 

alternative that during fact stricken them. The research 

takes under consideration the five extraordinary books 

that wanted an explorative examine to apprehend the 

life of tribals and why they wished the helping voice 

of the author. Each of these novels focuses the problem 

of different kind and via the effective narration 

enlightens the people at the same time as additionally 

finding a solution.  

She says that the measures taken by using the 

government for the elimination of poverty amongst 
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tribals had been so insufficient that the cash flowed for 

the motive in no way as soon as reached them. She 

questions if most effective the tribals had acquired any 

benefits, why should have they gone. She also 

unearths fault with the irresponsible behavior of the 

urbanites as there has been hardly ever any issue for 

the tribals residing in the some distance off lands. 

There changed into no love showered upon the tribals 

and for hundreds of years collectively, they have been 

not noted. She says we are on the final gasp of the 

century, yet we haven’t learnt to recognize the tribals. 

Even these days, they stay as if their world is different 

from ours. If we had had any actual trade with them, it 

could have enriched us. 

She always believed that the real records is created by 

using ordinary human beings. For her, the endless 

source of concept for writing used to lie in “amazingly 

noble humans” and their sufferings. Bengali litterateur 

and activist Mahashweta Devi, who breathed her 

remaining these days in Kolkata, has been fighting 

towards social injustice ever considering the fact that 

she commenced protecting a pen for a reason. 

Mahashweta Devi became now not simply an 

onlooker, but a responsible consultant of the subaltern, 

the downtrodden and the ignored populace of the 

country. It is thru her fierce writing that tens of 

millions of tribal humans in India should appear their 

distress. This leading Bengali fiction creator and an 

eminent social activist wrote substantially on 

emaciated existence of the most marginalised and 

dispossessed of our people. Her indictment of the 

society “for the indignity it lots on its most oppressed 

parts” has continually been sturdy. From depicting 

brutal oppression of the untouchables through 

authoritarian top-caste landlords to narrating stories on 

how scheduled tribes and their traditions are carefully 

wound up with the woodland they live in, her writings 

have raised hackles of the nearby and nation 

governments. 

 

Mahashweta Devi the novelist 

Her seminal paintings, Hajar Churashir Ma (The 

Mother of 1084), which deals with the Naxalite 

movement in West Bengal, captured the sad realities 

of the movement. In reality, the memories of tribal 

resistances towards the British and different 

authoritarian entities had been poignantly documented 

in her books consisting of Aranyer Adhikar (Right to 

the Forest) and Chotti Munda O Tar Teer (Chotti 

Munda and his Arrow). 

 

An activist to the middle 

Mahashweta Devi had thrown herself into the combat 

to reclaim primary rights of the deprived lot and make 

them self-reliant. She walked her way via faraway 

villages and deserts searching for oral history and 

folklore. Her “impractical sincerity” in the direction of 

gathering facts for her stories is reflected in every of 

her creations. The writer had a very first brush with 

human struggling during the Bengal Famine (1942-44) 

while she volunteered to provide relief to the sufferers. 

She would distribute food, scrutinise the bodies lying 

on the streets to perceive those still alive and take them 

to remedy centres. This was perhaps the watershed 

moment in her career dominated through literary 

activism.Her work with the Sabars, a de-notified tribal 

network within the Purulia district of West Bengal, 

earned her the sobriquet, "The Mother of the Sabars". 

As a social worker in the area of tribal welfare, she 

rendered her carrier to the West Bengal Oraon Welfare 

Society and the All Indian Vandhua Liberation 

Morcha. She was also the founding member of 

Aboriginal United Association. Above all, she would 

be remembered for founding India’s first enterprise for 

bonded labourers in 1980 that gave thousands of them 

an organised platform for raising voice towards forced 

labour. 

 

Personal tribulations 

Long earlier than Mahashweta Devi began penning 

miseries of her fellow residents, she were herself at the 

receiving cease. She needed to do several bizarre jobs 

starting from selling dye powder to imparting 

monkeys for studies to the USA, in order that she will 

supplement her husband’s income, in particular after 

the beginning in their son. Even though she could lay 

her hands to a government process at the Post and 

Telegraph branch, she changed into centered as a 

communist and terminated from her job. She 

additionally overcame a broken marriage and a length 

of acute melancholy to establish herself as a humans’s 

author. 

 

Protests over government policies 

Mahasweta Devi has additionally been a sturdy 

critique of the West Bengal authorities’s business 

policy. Through newspaper columns and interviews, 
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she had mobilised people in opposition to forceful 

confiscation of large tracts of fertile farmlands through 

the authorities and ceding them to business houses at 

throwaway charges. She targeted in particular at the 

predicaments of the landless tribes as well as other 

deprived people of East India. Her important goal in 

writing is to uplift the untouchables to the equal 

reputation of the so-called higher lessons. The various 

areas she wrote on protected the identity and dignity 

of the negative, their struggles of survival, ecology, 

and environment, informal quarter and minimum 

wage, and literacy and schooling. Thus, Chatterji S. K. 

Says that: Tribals are taken into consideration as an 

essential part of the Indian Civilization. Various 

factors in the ancient Civilization of India were 

contributed by way of the tribals. It is believed that 

they were the earliest many of the gift population of 

the United States of America. The four fundamental 

races and cultures had been welded into one human 

beings, the Hindu human beings.  

The sight of folks who come for comfort, the near bare, 

contracted, malicious program ridden, swollen bellied 

Adivasis women and men literally drives him Sick. 

His impression of the Adivasis is exclusive because he 

had heard “Adivasis guys play the flute and Adivasis 

girls dance with plant life of their hair, singing as they 

pranced from hillock to hillock.” (2) The tribes here 

look like a long way from their cultural exuberance. 

He is stunned to discover them being socially and 

culturally disconnected. The relief officer is 

sympathetic closer to the human beings. He wants to 

do whatever that he could do to assist them. But his 

determination will not assist him because the human 

beings were grossly overlooked by using the 

Government officers themselves. The Government 

officers by no means do their obligation well. In reality 

the relief cloth is stolen by means of folks that 

distribute it. “They steal it, promote it off. The 

authorities knows not anything (7). The present relief 

officer, known for his honesty and integrity, attempts 

to deliver a few trade within the situation. He desires 

to trade them into accurate agriculturalists. 

The villagers had been mired into the problem of 

deprivation of meals. It is for this reason the village 

boys come forward to paintings at the relaxation 

camps. They do no longer work for wages they work 

for food. The state of affairs of the Kubha tribe seems 

to be much more disheartening. They conceal in the 

woodland. They can neither plough the lands within 

the woodland because of the cruel climate and arid 

terrain nor can pop out for the concern that they could 

be shot useless. They are thin. They are short in size. 

They appear like kids due to malnutrition. The 

undersized body does no longer save you them from 

resistance. Their pitiable gestures cause them to 

appear to be ghosts. 
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